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Beehive Archive 
Welcome to the Beehive Archive—your weekly bite-sized look at some of the most pivotal—and peculiar—events in Utah 
history.  With all of the history and none of the dust, the Beehive Archive is a fun way to catch up on Utah’s past.  Beehive 
Archive is a production of the Utah Humanities Council, provided to local papers as a weekly feature article focusing on Utah 
history topics drawn from our award-winning radio series, which can be heard each week on KCPW and Utah Public Radio.  
 
Salt Lake Valley Hot Springs 
 
An area now occupied by an oil refinery, a gravel mine, and a freeway, was once Salt Lake’s premier tourist attraction.    
 
Everyone smells it.  A whiff of sulfur, as your car rounds the corner on I-15 between Salt Lake and Davis Counties.  Nowadays, 
the smell of stagnant pools of mineral water might be considered an insult to the senses, but in the late 1800s, these hot 
springs attracted locals and tourists alike. 
 
Thermal hot springs are common in the Great Basin, and those in Salt Lake Valley were noticed by early pioneers.  Orson Pratt 
noted in July 1847 the “great numbers of hot springs” heavy with salt and sulfur and boiling temperatures.  Just four miles 
north of Salt Lake City was the largest of these – the Wasatch Warm Springs and the nearby Hot Springs Lake.  The new settlers 
frequently bathed there and by 1850 had built swimming pools, a dining room, and a dance hall.  Warm Springs became a 
popular camping spot for people traveling into the city, and by 1865, mule trains brought residents to the baths. 
 
Many people thought mineral springs provided extraordinary cures.  In an 1871 tourist guide, the transcontinental railroad 
promoted Warm Springs for its healing waters, and travelers soon detoured there for the health benefits.  In 1885, a resort 
called Beck’s Hot Springs was built adjacent to Warm Springs and became known as the “Sanitarium of the West.”  An 1886 
newspaper article hailed the waters as having healing benefits for dyspepsia, diabetes, and skin disease.  The article quoted a 
Mrs. Barnes from the eastern United States, who claimed to be cured from her chronic rheumatism after visiting Beck’s Hot 
Springs.  
 
To accommodate tourists, hotels and pools were built and a dedicated railroad line made regular trips to the hot springs.  But 
by the 1930s, demand for the healing waters faded and the resorts eventually closed, ironically, for health reasons.  
 
So the next time you smell that sulfur, remember – it is a remnant of Utah’s “fountain of youth.” 
 
 

Beehive Archive is a production of the Utah Humanities Council.  Sources consulted in the creation of the Beehive Archive and 
past episodes may be found at www.utahhumanities.org/BeehiveArchive.htm. Heidi Orchard © Utah Humanities Council 2014. 
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The Utah Humanities Council empowers Utahns to improve their communities through active engagement in the humanities. 
UHC is funded through gifts from individuals, foundations, and corporations, the Salt Lake County Zoo, Arts, and Parks Fund, 
the State of Utah, and the National Endowment for the Humanities. Each year, the Council underwrites hundreds of 
educational and cultural programs throughout Utah. For more information, visit www.utahhumanities.org or 
www.facebook.com/utahhumanitiescouncil.  
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