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Beehive Archive

Welcome to the Beehive Archive—your weekly bite-sized look at some of the most pivotal—and peculiar—events in Utah

history.  With all of the history and none of the dust, the Beehive Archive is a fun way to catch up on Utah’s past.  Beehive

Archive is a production of the Utah Humanities Council, provided to local papers as a weekly feature article focusing on Utah

history topics drawn from our award-winning radio series, which can be heard each week on KCPW and Utah Public Radio. 

Welsh Immigrants Recreate Their Lives in Utah 

Welsh immigrants brought with them valuable skills that laid the foundation for Utah’s early mining industry. 

Like other countries in Europe during the 19th Century, Wales felt the effects of the Industrial Revolution.  Rapid increases in

population and harsh working conditions in manufacturing and coal mining led to worker riots and clashes with factory and

mine owners.  The first Mormon missionaries arrived in Wales in 1840 and had great success in cities dealing with poverty and

social conflict.  But for many of the Welsh converts, the promise of a new life in America was not always realized.

Once settled in Utah, these Welsh immigrants sought to improve their circumstances, yet found their old lives were hard to

leave behind.  Their specialized coal mining skills were naturally sought after by Mormon leaders setting up industries in an

effort to create a self-sufficient economy.  

In 1854 two Welsh miners, John Price and John Reese, were assigned to tap a source of coal located at the foot of the Sanpitch

Mountains in central Utah.  Nearby the new mine they established a town called Coalbed, which they later renamed Wales in

honor of their homeland.  The community was populated solely by immigrants from the British Isles, a little bit of home

transplanted to Utah.

When a disastrous accident in the Cymmer Mine back home in Wales claimed 114 lives in 1856, the Welsh miners in Utah were

no doubt reminded that the harsh and dangerous working conditions they had fled could someday become a reality in Utah.  In

peak years, the mines near the town of Wales employed 200 men before giving way to larger, more profitable mines in nearby

Carbon County.  Those, too, drew many Welshmen and their skills.  In 1900, when Carbon County’s Scofield Mine Disaster

claimed more than 200 lives – many of them Welsh – those earlier fears of recreating dangerous working conditions were

sorely realized.

Like many immigrants, Welsh settlers in Utah duplicated to some degree the lives they had tried to leave behind.
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